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May 11, 1973 

Dr. Joshua Lederberg 
Professor of Genetics 
Departmnt of Genetics 
StanfordUniversity 
SchoolofMedicine 
PaloAlto 'fornia 94304 

DearDr. 6- s rg: 

As of about May 1, 1973, I completed the special assignment I wrote 
about in my January 18, 1973, letter to you. I am resuming therefore 
the normal duties and respcmsibilities of Chief, Biote&nology Resources 
Branch. I appreciateboth-the diligent efforts ofmJ staff duringmy 
absence and your moperation with them . 

The subjectofmy effortstileaway fmnBRBwas the futureofNlH 
researchresources pmgrams,withspecial emphasis onhmdiverse 
arrays of research resource activities m ight be integrated so as to 
better advance them issionoftheNIH. Our special task force laid 
out a nmiber of distinct alternatives for consideration by the Division 
Director, his staff, and advisors but deliberately did not go beyond 
thatpoint,su& as to advocate any particular strategy-T&the future. 
Our task force report, however, will 1~) doubt be the substrate of 
continuing discussion within DRR and between DRR and its institutional 
olientele,andmyrelease frmnthe task forceplacesme inam re 
appropriate position fmn here on out to pursue -fhe specific interests 
of Biotedhnology Resources. 

Over the mxingnxmthsthe staff and1 willwanttopursue tie topic 
of BRB's future in m re depth with you. Thecontinuingchanges in 
the soope,direction,andstyleofthe national-biunedicalresearch 
effort suggest that a searching re -examination of the objectives and 
strategies for developing and msking available high class biotechnology 
resourcesismuchinorder. Your 'ideas and critique, as always, will 
bevalued. 

since~ly yours, 

p/AJ? 
W illim~%.D. 
Chief -. 
Biotechnology Resources Bran& 
Division of Research Resources 


